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SpaceX:  a Kingdom Parable For Bad Theology 
 

I am really tired of the usual "Kingdom yes...but not yet".  This has become an excuse 

for a continuation of church as religious entertainment. An excuse for "yes but we 

need to wait till Jesus returns before we can....".  So here is a teaching parable for our 

times.... 

 

The Economist magazine is the establishment magazine of record for the   

international world of business and good government.  I like to read it.  Business and 

world leaders read it.  In June 2011 it published a major analytic article announcing... 

 

"The End of the Space Age"  I will quote from it..... 

“…2011 might, in the history books of the future, be seen as the year when the 

space cadets’ dream finally died. It marks the end of America’s space shuttle 

programme, whose last mission is planned to launch on July 8th [2011]. The shuttle 

was supposed to be a reusable truck that would make the business of putting people 

into orbit quotidian. Instead, it has been nothing but trouble. Twice, it has killed its 

crew. If it had been seen as the experimental vehicle it actually is, that would not 

have been a particular cause for concern; test pilots are killed all the time…But the 

shuttle is now over. The ISS [International Space Station] is due to be deorbited, in 

the inelegant jargon of the field, in 2020. Once that happens, the game will be up. 

There is no appetite to return to the moon, let alone push on to Mars, El Dorado of 

space exploration. The technology could be there, but the passion has gone…” 

 It is the end times for space cadets. For all those who dream of the moon or mars...it's 

over forget it.  Why would The Economist say that in 2011?  

 

Well, because The Economist is the establishment magazine. They like to sound 

business like but this space thing is so big that if government cannot get it right then 

nobody is going to get it right.  NASA had the right idea, you must have re-usable 

rockets to make space exploration feasible.  So the re-usable Shuttle Program was 

their answer.  They spent $209 billion making 135 flights before giving it up as far 

too expensive.  So they went back and said ok, we still need rockets to get into space 

instead of riding as passengers on Russian rockets, so they started working on "Space 

Launch Systems" a new rocket to launch the "Artemis" space program of putting 2 

people on the moon.  So far they spent more than 10 years and $230 billion and not 

one rocket has gone to space.... 

 

Two weeks ago they gave up.  They awarded the contract to SpaceX to get people on 

the moon.  Why? Obviously nobody bothered to inform Elon Musk that the Space 

Age is over. In the last month SpaceX, a private company had done the following.... 

 



- Brought back the astronauts from the ISS space station they ferried up 6 months ago. 

- Launched 4 more astronauts to the ISS station. 

- Launched 2 Falcon 9 rockets each with 60 Starlink satellites on the way to provide 

12,000 satellites for broadband internet services to millions of people. And a major 

big money spinner for SpaceX in the future. 

- And successfully launched and landed their new  Starship rocket after 4 failed 

attempts blew up. 

 

Let me show you what "Space age yes....but not yet" looks like..... 

 

 

 
 

Picture 1:  Are you serious? Is that what you call a space rocket? LOL... 

Picture 2:  We told you that is not going to work..... 

Picture 3:  Good work Elon, we knew you could do it....by the way can you take our 

astronauts to the ISS...we're still waiting for our rocket to get built. 

Picture 4:  Wow Mr. Musk, we want to give you the contract to put our two astronauts 

on the moon.  Elon replies: Forget about 2 people on the moon, with my new Starlink 

program I can put 100 mt at a time on the moon and we can build a colony up there. 

 

For Elon Musk "space age yes....but not yet because we are improving all the time"  

 

For big government and big corporations "Space age yes....but not yet" eventually 

becomes Space Age never....but in the meantime lets give another $230 billion to our 

favourite arms manufacturers to keep trying to put a rocket together to get us to the 

moon.  Big corporations and big government...the Neo-Feudalist overlords of our 

time. 

 



Then there are others like Elon Musk and other visionaries to whom "not yet" is not 

an acceptable answer from their team.  "Why not yet?"  Because the last one blew 

up...oh good now we know what not to do...so let's get on with what we must do. 

 

I grew up as young man in the 1970's Jesus people movement.  Hundreds of 

thousands of us in that decade went into all the world to spread the gospel with 

nothing more than just basic teaching but lots of enthusiasm. 

 

We were told "The kingdom yes...but not yet".   The Kingdom could not come to 

earth yet because Jesus needed to return first.  To get Him to return we needed to 

preach the gospel into all the world and then the end will come.  We were given lots 

of other reasons for the "not yet".  The Antichrist must first rule the world.  The 

problems of the world are so big that only Jesus ruling from Jerusalem can solve the 

problems. 

 

There was a counterpart in the world to that mentality.  The problems of the world are 

so big that only big government or big corporations can provide solutions. 

 

I remember the days of having to sign onto a waiting list to get a phone line....sorry 

but the Post Office can only supply so many lines. 

 

Private mail delivery nationwide? Are you kidding? Overnight delivery anywhere? 

Phone calls free? Phone calls from anywhere to anywhere? And video calls? For 

movies like "2001 A Space Odyssey". 

 

And then came the visionaries..... 

 

While we in the church were reading Hal Lindsey's "Late Great Planet Earth" and 

"1980's Road to Armageddon" and wondering where is the Antichrist coming from 

and eagerly looking for any bit of bad news as a sure sign of the "end times" and 

earnest debate in our circles of "Is the rapture before the Tribulation or Mid or Post" 

something else was happening in the world.  

 

The something else was that we had forgotten all about Genesis 1:26-28 and too busy 

trying to figure out what Revelation was saying.  Had we done that it would have 

been really easy to figure out what to do.... 

"Let us make man in our image and let them have dominion over all the earth". 

Actually other scripture like Psalm 8 "let them have dominion over all creation". 

 

So God started giving dreams and visions to the most unlikely of people to get on 

with His commandments right at the beginning of scripture...take dominion over all 

creation.   

 

And that does not mean that preaching the gospel gets lost in all this technology.  Let 

me give you an example: 

I heard the prophet Bob Jones describe how back in the 1970's he had a vision of 

millions of people in China looking at a small TV like thing in their hands watching 

and hearing the gospel.  Today we know what that is.  The ubiquitous IPhone and the 

internet.  That IPhone was brought into the world in 2007 by Steve Jobs of Apple. 

 



Well in 1997 Apple was bankrupt. Years before the company board kicked out the 

founder and visionary Steve Jobs and brought in the president of Pepsi Cola Steve 

Scully to bring business order to the company.  By 1997 business order brought the 

company to bankruptcy.  They brought back Steve Jobs.  And he started his visionary 

thing. New technology, new products, new solutions, new markets. 

 

I wish somewhere in America in all those mega-churches there was some young man 

that instead of dreaming about the big church he was going to build had heard Bob 

Jones's vision that God wants something in people's hands that looks like a TV screen 

but you can pick up the gospel anywhere in the world right in your hand.  Because if 

one of God's Spirit filled visionaries had concentrated on Genesis 1:26-28 instead of 

Revelation and the "end times" he or she would have been the head of the most 

valuable company in the world.  Last week was the announcement that Apple is now 

worth $2,2 trillion.  From bankruptcy in 1997 to a product breakthrough in 2007 and 

14 years later a $2,2 trillion company.  And that one tech breakthrough has resulted in 

more Bibles being downloaded than printed. 

 

Elon Musk is not intimidated by big government or big corporations.  His Tesla EV's 

are in the process of destroying big car corporations.  The big car makers have built in 

obsolescence.  They want you to buy a new car every 3-5 years.  They are not built to 

last.  A Tesla EV is built for more than 1 million miles.  A car engine has 2000 

moving parts.  You need constant supply of parts that wear wout.  A Tesla has 22 

moving parts.  You need Exxon and big oil to keep you mobile.  Your EV needs free 

sunlight and a PV roof panel. 

 

It is not the 'End of the Space Age", it is the "end of the big oil and big car corporation 

age".  Just like it became the end of the big IBM mainframe age and the end of big 

chemical photography from Kodak and Afga etc. The big box stores and big malls are 

dying. People can buy direct from manufacturer to consumer.  Lower prices more 

variety, better quality. 

 

In our age we have now moved in these last 30 years, you can no longer make a case 

for "this problem is so big that only big government and big corporations can solve 

it".  They are not in the business of solving problems because if they did why would 

you need them again.  They are creating dependency not freedom. 

 

My parable application to the church..... 

 

How much longer are we going to use the excuse of 'kingdom yes...but not yet". 

Define "not yet".  Do you mean you can't see the Kingdom of God on earth until you 

see Jesus sitting in Jerusalem? Why?  Do you need Jesus in Jerusalem to tell you what 

to do? Do you want a personal instruction from Him in Jerusalem? How? Must he 

phone you from there or will an email do?  Is Jesus in Jerusalem better than Jesus 

enthroned in heaven and directing the armies of heaven?  Are you saying that the 

Holy Spirit which Jesus sent to earth to dwell in you, to lead you into all truth, to 

speak to you, to lead you, to tell you things to come, to empower you, to give you 

gifts, yes that Holy Spirit, are you saying that is not enough to establish the Kingdom 

of God on earth? 

 



Well let me tell you about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all flesh that is now 

happening.  That means when young people see visions and old men dream dreams as 

the prophet Joel said would happen, that means that millions of new visionaries are 

being created by the Spirit of God. That means millions of new problem solvers. That 

means new wealth being created, new products, that means new tech to solve hunger 

and homelessness, new cities new communities, it means the earth getting healed and 

nations getting healed. 

 

And you need to be a part of this visionary revolution. 

 

Stop the "kingdom yes ...but not yet" excuses.  Elon Musk blew up a string of rockets 

before he got one working.  The only excuse for "not yet" is because you are still at it 

and not finished yet....keep going! 

 

We here in South Africa have no hope in government solving any problems.  In 

America a delusional evangelical charismatic movement are eagerly waiting and 

praying for the Second Coming of Donald Trump to solve their problems.  We have 

no illusions like that here thank God. So we have great prospects for advancing the 

Kingdom of God here in South Africa for which I am very excited about. 

 

But we do have a dysfunctional economy and a dysfunctional government that is at 

war within itself split by factions and strife.  A perfect time for God's Spirit filled 

visionaries all across the land to rise up with new visions and new solutions and new 

teams coming together to make things happen for the Kingdom of God.   

 

Here is my personal eschatology that works for me and hopefully will help you... 

 

The first coming of Jesus for me was when I accepted Him into my life as Lord and 

saviour.  The send coming of Jesus Christ is when I finish my job here on earth and 

He comes to fetch me home.  My "kingdom now" is everywhere that I have made 

Jesus Lord, in my life, in my business, in my ministry,,,,there the Kingdom has come. 

The "not yet" is because I am not yet finished yet with what the Lord wants me to do 

here on earth.  But my job is every day to advance God's Kingdom agenda where I 

am....and that can be as simple as giving food to the hungry a drink to the thirsty, or 

making sure my business is running right or my wife gets a hug and a "I love you". 

 

And my visionary advice to you.... 

My wife and I have been involved as entrepreneurs in many ventures. It is always the 

same. You start small. You start with what you have even if it is only 5 loaves and 2 

fishes. And you keep going. Because if you keep going the Lord will give you more.  

He sees He can trust you with more.  Don't despise the day of small beginnings says 

the scripture.  Be a problem solver. Get that mentality.  Then daily go to the Lord to 

ask for wisdom for that day for that problem. 

 

My testimony is this.....goodness and mercy have followed us all the days of our lives 

and our cup runs over.   


